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Strategy of the University of the Arts Student Union 2022–2026 

 

 

The strategy document of the University of the Arts Student Union is a guiding tool for those working in 
the student union (hereinafter referred to as the “ArtSU”). The strategy aims to anticipate the future of the 
student union and to record the common starting points and goals of ArtSU. The strategy helps in 
prioritising and identifying development trends in operations. The strategy also creates systematicity and 
continuity across board terms. 

The Representative Council monitors the implementation of the strategy and the meeting of the goals. 
The Board and personnel of the student union are responsible for the implementation of the strategy. 
Practical measures are set out in more detail in the strategy’s implementation plan, which specifies the 
indicators for monitoring the achievement of the goals. 

In accordance with Section 46 of the Universities Act, ArtSU 

“liaises with and on behalf of its members and promotes their societal, social and intellectual 
aspirations and those relating to studies and the status of students in society. The student union also 
participates in the implementation of the educational mission of the university, referred to in section 
2, by preparing students for an active, informed and critical citizenship.” 

The strategy consists of the vision, values and goals. The vision indicates what ArtSU wants to achieve with 
its strategy, and the goals set out concretised means to achieve the vision. The values lay the foundation 
for ArtSU’s operations, serving as the starting point for all choices, decisions and resolutions. There is no 
hierarchy among the values and goals. 

 

 

Vision 

ArtSU will be the most influential community of art students in Finland. It will take care of the students and 
their operational preconditions at the university and in society. 
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Values 

 

Art, science and education 

Art is part of education, art is free, and creating and experiencing art belongs to everyone. The right to 
freedom of expression, art and culture is a prerequisite for civil society and democracy. Art has many 
purposes which the student union cherishes equally. Art is valuable in itself, and art and science are inspired 
by each other, building wide-ranging education. ArtSU plays a special role in upholding education and art 
in the Finnish university scene. 

 

Ecological sustainability 

Combatting climate change and biodiversity loss is one of the most important tasks of our generation, and 
ecological sustainability guides the operations of ArtSU in a fundamental way. ArtSU takes environmental 
impacts into account, for example in travel arrangements, catering, investments and procurement. It 
encourages its members to also take ecological sustainability into account when creating art. 

 

Critical thinking 

Art is a driving force in the development of society, and art studies steer you towards critical thinking, 
taking a stand and continuous self-improvement. ArtSU operates in a socially sustainable, feminist and 
antiracist manner and actively renews art, the arts sector and society.1  The student union is greater than 
its physical size and able to function effectively in matters that it considers important. ArtSU not only 
reacts to changes, but also strives to be a positive force for change. It takes a long hard look at its own 
actions, listening with an attentive ear and learning new things. 

 

Sense of community and equality 

ArtSU invests in community spirit and the well-being of the community. ArtSU is building a non-
discriminating and diverse student community and creating with its operations a culture of higher 
education where everyone can interact safely. ArtSU supports students in everyday life at the university 
and ensures that the benefits of the individual materialise. ArtSU works to ensure that every student at the 
university has an equal standing regardless of their background, degree programme, language of study, 
academy or city of study. ArtSU follows the principles of Safe Space in all its operations. 

 

1 ArtSU understands feminism and antiracism as a need to ensure that everyone has equal rights, opportunities 
to self-expression and possibilities to influence matters within their own community according to their abilities, 
irrespective of their background. The student union is actively working to promote these goals. 
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Goals 

In 2026, ArtSU will be: 

 

Expert 

• ArtSU will be an expert and constructive art-political debater in society. It will act as a catalyst for 
discussions, take a stand and influence matters. It will have the courage to speak up and also 
address difficult matters. 

• ArtSU will have diverse networks including students in the fields of art and culture, professionals 
and organisations, students and student unions in other fields and the National Union of 
University Students in Finland. ArtSU will convene different operators, prepare initiatives and 
continuously strengthen its networks. 

• The student union will be an important partner of the University of the Arts, who can be trusted 
to participate in making bold openings and in various projects. The student union and the 
university will have a close and open relationship. 

 

Trustee 

• ArtSU will carry out long-term and systematic supervision of interests. The operations will be 
focused on the university’s internal educational policy and wider-ranging art-political advocacy 
work in society. ArtSU will see to the interests of all its students both within the university and in 
society and react without delay to unexpected, emerging situations. 

• ArtSU will support student representatives in different bodies and advocacy work by students at 
the different levels of the university. The duties of student representatives will be seen as 
meaningful and appealing. 

• All academies and degree programmes will be equal and ArtSU will ensure students’ possibilities 
to influence matters regardless of their academy. 

• ArtSU will encourage students to influence matters that are important to them and support 
students’ growth into informed influencers in the art scene. 

• Supervision of interests carried out by ArtSU will be visible and communicated to the members. 
Supervision of interests will be transparent: members will have the opportunity to get involved in 
it. 

• ArtSU will participate in socio-political debates concerning students and offer students support in 
studies and well-being, considering the viewpoint of the art sector and artistic identity. 

 

Well-known and identifiable 

• ArtSU will not just be an organisation; students at the University of the Arts Helsinki will identify 
themselves as part of their student union. ArtSU will contribute to building the shared identity of 
the entire University of the Arts. 
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• The student union’s tasks and organisation will be clear to students. The bodies and elected 
representatives of ArtSU will be well-known and easy to contact. 

• ArtSU will have its own traditions and events cherished by students. 
• ArtSU will offer a channel for advocacy work and make the identity of an art student more 

empowered. 
• ArtSU will actively participate in proposed cooperation projects or student event proposals in 

accordance with its values and enable communal activities in everyday life. 
• ArtSU will be a well-known and established operator who takes care of its finances responsibly 

and to the benefit of its members. 

 

At the service of each student 

• Students will want to join the University of the Arts Student Union. 
• The student union will be for everyone, and the diversity of students will be the starting point of 

the operations and events of ArtSU. 
• There will be many ways to take part in the operations and each student can feel that they are part 

of the community. 
• As a rule, ArtSU will communicate in three languages: Finnish, Swedish and English. 
• Communications and operations of ArtSU will be accessible and attention will be paid, for 

example, to the pricing and accessibility of events. 
• ArtSU will support the artistic growth and networking of students, and it will enable communal 

and artistic projects as well as new openings in the art scene. 
• ArtSU will support the operations of the divisions, organisations and other local communities in 

order to strengthen the students’ sense of community. 

 
 
 
 
This strategy was approved by the Representative Council at its meeting in 2/2022 (4 April 2022). 
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